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Father of Turkish Oligochaetology
Tiirk Oligochaetolojisinin Babasi

5 September 1972 — 2 May 2021

ibrahim Mete Misirhoglu was born on
September 5™, 1972 in the city of Eskisehir in middle
Anatolia, Turkey. His father was a Korean War veteran
who afterwards became a civil servant; his mother
looked after Mete and his brother (Can). He remained
in Eskigehir for his schooling and university studies.
Mete studied in the Biology Department of Anadolu
University from 1989-1993, where he received his
B.Sc. in 1993. He then moved to the Biology
Department in the Institute of Science at Eskisehir
Osmangazi University. His Master's Program was from
1993-1995 with a thesis entitled, Seasonal distribution
of Ephemeroptera fauna in Porsuk stream, and he
received a M.Sc. in 1993. Mete remained in the same
department for his doctoral program from 1993 to
1995. He received his Ph.D. with a dissertation
entitled, Determination of Lumbricidae fauna of

Eskisehir and its vicinity.

Mete's publications first appear after the turn
of the 21™ Century. In those early years (2001-2006),
his subjects concerned various invertebrates and
mammals found in Turkey. These papers on a diversity
of species, sometimes including earthworms, continued
for another five years. During 2010, Mete's research
and attention began to centre mostly on earthworm
biogeography and taxonomy in Turkey and the
neighbouring regions.

In 2014, Mete married Ahsen Hande Kur, a
lecturer in Anadolu University, Faculty of Education,
English Language Teacher Training Department, and
they have one son (Metehan).

Mete was enthusiastic about his field of study.
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He was the first and the most important figure in
Turkey to concentrate on Earthworms and to categorize
them. He also wrote in popular magazines, as well as
academic journals, to let more people learn about the
importance and uses of earthworms. His influence was
responsible for their popularity in Turkey among
farmers.

His most important work is incomplete, but his
friends and colleagues are preparing to finish it. Itisa
children's book on Earthworms in Turkish. Actually
there are two, one for primary school students, and one
for secondary school students. A worm character
named Topi tells children and teenagers about their life,
families, bodies, basic categories, and importance for
humans. It is like a cartoon story. Some nature-related
foundations have already agreed to publish them.

Mete had many interests outside of science,
including photography, travel, movies, local cuisines,
classical music and especially Turkish music. He had
a strong dislike for hunting and hunters, claiming it was
not a sport.

On May 2™ Mete passed away unexpectedly
after a heart attack at the age of 49. His untimely death
brings to mind several others who made significant
contributions to Oligochaetology and passed away too
early in their careers: Per-Olof Ljungstrom (24), Randy
Baker (28), Leo Cernosvitov (43), Narcis Mr3ié (46)
and William R. Murchie (48). Mete's contributions to
the advancement of earthworm research in Turkey and
elsewhere will be remembered for many years to come.

COURSES TAUGHT
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Acanthodrilidae, Lumbricidae) of the
Marmara Region in Turkey: Zoogeographical
overview. N. Seda (Student), M.Sc., 2004.
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